

























































































































































































































































Divergent Thinking In Disaster 
 examples from Typhoon Haiyan survivors 
 
Pamela Cajilig and Diego Maranan  
Off the Lip Conference | 9 September 2015  | Plymouth University 

Typhoon Yolanda (Haiyan) 8-11-2013 
Photo	credit	:	mb.com.ph	

“Our house was uprooted by the wind and we fell into the water. My 
father said we should all hold onto each other, but the water took 
him first. My brother held our dog in one arm. I made him let go of 
the dog so he could hold me with both arms. 

And then I saw our mother drowning. 
I couldn’t understand why I was watching her 
drown from above. The water that sucked her 
away was black and churning, filled with 
drowning and dead people and animals and 
debris. 

That was the the last I saw of my mother. I lost consciousness. When 
my brother and I woke up, our bodies were hanging on a branch of a 
fallen acacia tree.”
















































“It was all white, my husband and I 
couldn’t see anything, just the person 
in front of you. The wind sounded like a 
woman screaming. We couldn’t hear 
much either.        We just followed the 
Meralco wire until we reached a high-
level house so we wouldn’t float 
away. »			
	





Building Better Homes Training for 
Women Homeowners 
Community Co-Designed and Managed  
Evacuation Center 


Thank You.
